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original  civilisation  and in maintaining their power  from
the 13th to the 19th century.
The Brahmins have naturally invented a legeiu to
explain the name of Kamarupa : it is there that A.ama9
Love, sent by the gods to put an end to Siva's mourning
after the death of his wife, and to awaken in him again
the tender passion, was burnt by an angry look of Siva
and then recovered his original form (rnpa). By the
side of this childish explanation, it will suffice to state
that the easternmost province of the kingdom of Assam,
on the very confines of Burma, bore the name of Namrup ;
Namrup was on the other side of the Dikhu, which marks
the religious limit of Kamarupa on the East, midway
between this river and the Upper Chindwin, in a hardly
accessible region which has always served as a shelter
for the vanquished. The climate there is deadly ; an
Assamese proverb, quoted by Gait (History of Assam, p.
144) says that if a bird flies over the country, the bats
get back their lives, and if steel enters into the soil,
it will change into wax. A Brahman would not have
felt any difficulty in interpreting the name Namrup as
Namarupa, a compound so natural and so familiar that
it would seem to suggest itself spontaneously : Nama-
rupa, name and form, are the essential categories into
which existence is resolved. But the Philosophy of the
Upanisads is out of place in this wild corner and the
Metamorphoses still more so in Kamarupa, We have
here {f barbarous " names in which the same element noted
as rup and Sanskritised as rupa, is associated with pre-
formatives haw, and nam. It would not, therefore, appear
strange if we discover the same element with the pre-
formative tarn formed with the prefix ka regularly
increased by nasal. It is this combination which